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Overview

Washington Water Trust
Water Rights 101
Chehalis Pilot Project
Questions



Washington Water Trust
 Nonprofit organization
 Founded 1998
 Improve and protect stream flows and 

water quality throughout Washington, 
benefitting fisheries, wildlife and 
agriculture. 

 Voluntary, cooperative, market-based 
strategies

 Work collaboratively with a wide
range of partners

 Confidential, non-regulatory



Where WWT Works



 Water rights assessments
 Dry-year “options”
 Source substitution
 Changing point of diversion
 “Reverse auction”
 Water conservation (efficiencies)
 Water banking
 Water lease/purchase

 New crop rotations
 New supply

• Rainwater 
• Off-channel storage
• Public water
• Recycled water
• Natural system storage

Tools & Strategies



   Property rights to “use” public resource 
   Prior appropriation (senior water uses first)
   5-year “use it or lose it” rule (However, there are 21

  exceptions including when in “Trust”)
   All surface (1917) and groundwater (1945) rights must be

  permitted except permit-exempt wells
   Generally new water rights are not available in WA

Washington Water Law Basics



 Original name on water right
 Purpose of use
 Season of use
 Instantaneous quantity (Qi)
 Priority date
 Point of diversion (PoD)
 Place of use (PoU)
 Annual quantity/water duty (Qa)

Anatomy of a Water Right



Chehalis River Basin-Water Rights

 WRIA 22 
 4,430 water right documents

 WRIA 23
 8,040 water right documents
 1,748 certificates/5,253 claims

 594 surface certificates with irrigation
 474 certificates with at least 5 

acres
 473 GW certificates with irrigation

 381 GW certificates with at least 
5 acres

• Certificates
• Permits
• Applications
• Claims



 Instream Flow Rule: Chapter 
173-522 WAC. 1976

 Senior and Junior Rights

 Curtailments 2015-2018 

Chehalis River Basin-Instream Flow Rule



Water Rights Assessment Pilot Study

Scatter Creek

South Fork 
Upper 
Chehalis

• Low flow 
limiting  factor 
for fish

• Identify and 
quantify-out 
of stream  
water use 
(AG)

• Report of flow 
restoration 
projects in pilot 
streams

• Inform water 
supply 
opportunities for 
agriculture, 
commercial, 
municipal



Pilot Study Process

 Aerial photo analysis: 2008-2017

 5 acres or more of irrigation

 WA ECY records—Place of Use (PoU)

 Parcel data

 History of use

 Purpose of Use—irrigation

 Certificates then claims (SW,GW)

 Prioritization 

 Potential water rights and projects



2006

2011

Water Rights Assessment 
Aerial Photography View



Water Rights Assessment
Aerial Remote Sensing of Water Use



Water Rights Assessment
Consumptive use calculations



 Meter records (if possible)
 Pump records – convert from 
 kwh used and pump specs
 Cropping/seed receipts
 Photographs of water use
 Affidavits of water use
 Season of use
 Aerial imagery (multiple years)
 Sufficient causes for non-use (drought, 

farm plan, etc.—21 reasons)

Water Rights Assessment
Historic beneficial use (not yet)



Sample Project Development Map
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Water Rights and Instream Flow



  Adopted 1989 and 1991 
  Allows “use” of water for instream flow (w/o “lose it”)
 “Trust water” managed and protected by WA DOE
 Retains priority date (seniority)
 Expedited processing of water right changes (Hillis Rule)
 Temporary, permanent, partial, entire

Trust Water RCW 90.38 & 90.42

TRUST WATER RIGHTS PROGRAM
 Instream flow protection
 Water rights management



 Water rights assessments

 Dry-year “options”

 Source substitution

 Changing point of diversion

 “Reverse auction”

 Water conservation (efficiencies)
 Diversion reduction agreements
 Water lease/purchase

Supporting an Instream Flow Strategy



Jason Hatch, Project Lead
jhatch@washingtonwatertrust.org
360-328-3166

Greg McLaughlin, Technical Lead
greg@washingtonwatertrust.org
509.844.4146

Susan Adams, Executive Director
susan@washingtonwatertrust.org
206.755.7162

1530 Westlake Ave N
Suite 400
Seattle, WA 98109
206.675.1585
www.washingtonwatertrust.org

Questions?
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