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Presentation Outline

• Washington’s Watersheds
• Water rights overview of WRIA 22 and 

WRIA 23
• Current Streamflow Conditions in WRIA’s 

22 and 23
• Curtailments of Junior Water right Holders 

in the Upper and Lower Chehalis 
Watersheds



Washington’s Watersheds

What is a WRIA?

WRIAs are areas defined by higher elevation that capture precipitation 
and funnel rain and snowmelt through smaller subbasins into streams, 
tributaries, and rivers. 

Due to Washington’s varied terrain and precipitation levels, water 
availability is different in each location.



WA has 62 major “watersheds”, or WRIA’s, and 
each has their own “story”
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Water rights in WRIAs 22 and 23
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Current Streamflow Conditions in the 
Upper Chehalis (WRIA 232) and 

Lower Chehalis (WRIA 22) Watersheds





Current Snowpack in WA 
Snow-Water Equivalent



Snow Water Equivalent Maps for 
Oregon and Idaho



Curtailment of Junior Water Rights



Based on streamflow levels as shown in the USGS stream gage 
graphs, Ecology’s SWRO Water Resources Section will be 

sending curtailment notice letters again this month to 
approximately 93 “Junior” water right holders of surface water 
diversion irrigation water rights that are junior to the Chehalis 

Instream Flow regulation, adopted in 1976.

(Any junior surface water rights for indoor domestic purposes 
are not curtailed.)



WRIA 22/23 Instream Flow 
Regulation – Adopted in 1976







Curtailment letter sent in 2021


