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Presentation Outline
2019 Curtailments

5th year in a row, + 4 private water ski lakes

Current Conditions
How is this year different?

Drought Defined
What is a drought, legally speaking?

Drought Response
What options are available?



2019 Curtailments



2019
Curtailment of Junior Water Rights

• Ecology’s SWRO Water Resources Section issued 
curtailment notices again in 2019 to approximately 
93 “Junior” water right holders of surface water 
diversion irrigation water rights that are junior to the 
Chehalis Instream Flow regulation, adopted in 1976.

• (Any junior surface water rights for indoor 
domestic purposes are not curtailed.)

• Fifth year in a row Curtailment Notices have been 
issued to the same 93 “junior” water right holders.



Additionally, four Curtailment Orders issued (for 
the first time) to private water ski lakes located in 

the Chehalis watershed









Current Conditions
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All time record low 
snowpack in 
Olympics and 
Cascades in 2015



2019









Drought Defined



2019 Drought Timeline

• May 20 - Governor Inslee expanded the state’s drought emergency 
declaration from three watershed (all in eastern WA) to 27 watersheds 
(including the entire Olympic Peninsula

• June 4 - Ecology begin accepting applications for grants to help address      
hardships related to this years drought conditions

• June 6 - US Drought Monitor changed the status of the Olympic Peninsula  
from 

Some numbers:
• Month of May was the 9th warmest for WA (since 1895)
• 71% of the rivers statewide are flowing below normal levels
• Statewide, March thru May tied for the 13th driest such period on record.
• Olympic Coast experienced the 2nd “driest” March – May since 1895 

while the Palouse/Blue Mountain area had the 39th “wettest”



Definition of Drought

Drought conditions as defined in Washington state law:

• A geographic area is experiencing, or projected to 
experience, a water supply that is below 75 percent of 
normal, and;

• Water users within the area will likely incur undue 
hardships as a result of the water shortage





Watersheds in WA where Drought is declared



Drought Planning



Drought Response



Emergency Rule for Drought 
Relief Funding

Address drought hardships to: 

 Public water supplies
Agriculture and livestock
 Fisheries and wildlife
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Drought Funding Eligibility

 Applicant must be a public entity
 Applicant must be capable of implementing the 

proposal in a timely manner  (by April 2020)
 The associated water use must be an existing use 

under a legal water right
 Applicant must provide a 50 percent funding match, 

unless “fiscally disadvantaged.”
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http://www.ecy.wa.gov/drought/
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http://www.ecy.wa.gov/drought/
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