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WA has 62 major “watersheds”, or WRIA’s, and 
each has their own “story”

2



3

2016

2015

Monthly Snowpack Summary for Olympic Mountains
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Snowpack Melt Summary for WY 2016 for 
Olympic Mountains
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Monthly Snowpack Summary for Cowlitz and Lewis Basins
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Snowpack Melt Summary for Olympic Mountains
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Chehalis River

330 CFS as of 7/22/2015

395 CFS as of 7/21/2016
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Newaukum River

30 CFS as of 7/22/2015

52 CFS as of 7/21/2016
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Wynoochee River 
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183 CFS as of 7/22/2015

169 CFS as of 7/21/2016



Existing  Water Rights in WRIA 22 
Lower Chehalis Watershed

WRIA 22 – Lower 
Chehalis

New Applications 58

Change 
Applications
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Existing Water Right 
Certificates

693

Existing Water Right 
Permits
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Existing Water Right 
Claims

3,121



Existing  Water Rights in WRIA 23 
Upper Chehalis Watershed

WRIA 23 – Upper 
Chehalis

New Applications 53

Change 
Applications
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Existing Water 
Right Certificates

1,672

Existing Water 
Right Permits

13

Existing Water 
Right Claims

5,307
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Future water rights subject 
to base flows set in this 
regulation

Seniority of water right 
based on priority date

Ecology regulatory and 
enforcement authority

Water rights established prior to 
this rule are grandfathered in
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When flows get below these 
instream flow levels, surface 
water rights that are “junior” 
to the instream flow rule can 
be curtailed. 
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Initial Notice Letter sent May 12, 2016

Letter sent to 93 water right 
holders that have surface 

water diversions “junior” to 
the Chehalis Instream Flow 
Rule of 1976.  Curtailment 

Orders will prevent ~27 CFS 
from being diverted by these 

93 water rights.
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News Release Issued May 12, 2016
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Website: 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/instream-flows/irpp_wrp.html

Flows are below minimum instream 
flow levels in Chehalis Rule, 

therefore Curtailment Orders in 
effect. 17



93 Curtailment Orders sent May 20, 2016
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Summary of Chehalis Basin 
Low Flows of 2016
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This started as “early snowpack melting” in the Willapa and Bald Hills  
What normally would have melted in May – Early June pretty much melted in April.

Rainfall and snowpack in “most” of Washington was slightly below 

normal to normal over the Winter and early Spring… 

Groundwater supplies are expected to be fine in areas with regional   
aquifer systems.

Main economic impacts from this drought are crops reliant  

on surface water irrigation and fish passage in streams with expected 
low flows continuing through July, August and September.


