Chehalis Basin Partnership

Meeting Summary

May 18, 2012 Page 4 of 5

CHEHALIS BASIN PARTNERSHIP

Chehalis Tribe Lucky Eagle Casino, Chehalis Rooms
Rochester, Washington

May 18, 2012
9:30 a.m.

Meeting Summary

	MEMBERS, ALTERNATES & GUESTS PRESENT

Bob Burkle, WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Chris Stearns, Thurston PUD
Commissioner Bill Schulte, Lewis County
Commissioner Karen Valenzuela, Thurston County

Dave Vasilauskas, City of Chehalis

Gary Waltenberg, Citizen, Grays Harbor County
Janel Spaulding, Chehalis Basin Partnership

John Lucas, Lewis County Farm Bureau
	Julie Balmelli-Powe, Lewis County Farm Bureau

Kahle Jennings, City of Centralia

LaJane Schopfer, Mason County
Lee Napier, Grays Harbor County
Lyle Hojem, Citizen, Lewis County

Mark Swartout, Thurston County
Mark White, Chehalis Tribe
Terry Harris, City of Chehalis


	
	

	
	


SUMMARY OF ACTION ITEMS:
	Approval of Meeting Summary
	The April 20th meeting summary was approved.

	Next Steps for Water Sharing Discussion
	The group agreed to continue moving forward with discussing a pilot water banking project.

	Input on Expenses and Funding Sources Worksheet
	


GENERAL PARTNERSHIP BUSINESS

Discuss April 20th meeting summary:
Minutes approved.
Quorum requirement of 10 met: Chehalis Tribe, City of Centralia, City of Chehalis, Citizen-Grays Harbor County, Citizen-Lewis County, Grays Harbor County, Lewis County, Lewis County Farm Bureau, Mason County, Thurston County, WA. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Thurston PUD contributed $1,200 to the Chehalis Basin Partnership to help cover expenses. A check was sent and deposited into the Chehalis Basin Partnership special project account at Grays Harbor County.
MEETING AGENDA
1) Water Banking Q&A Update and Discussion:

At the last CBP meeting the group did not have time to discuss the updated water banking Q&A so we can take a few minutes for discussion if there are any questions about the Q&A sheet or the water banking pilot project.
The next steps for doing a pilot project would be to have the rights involved in the pilot project reviewed for applicability. City of Centralia is moving forward with having their rights reviewed by a consultant to eventually be put into the Dept. of Ecology’s Trust Water Program. However, the City of Centralia is willing to have their rights be used in a water banking pilot project, even though they are undergoing review to be put into the Trust Water Program. 

Once the rights are reviewed for applicability, suitability maps would be created to show where Centralia’s rights could be used by other interruptible water rights holders. In essence, generating something similar to the maps we showed you for the Kittitas which gives you an idea where the right can be used.  See the maps on the right hand margin of this web page: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/cro/wtrxchng.html
After we have determined where the rights can be used, and where the need is, that would be the logical time to encourage people to get involved.
There were not any questions on the Water Banking Q&A sheet but the group agreed to continue moving forward with exploring the possibility of a pilot water banking project with City of Centralia’s water rights.

2) CBP Budget Report:
During last month’s CBP meeting the Watershed Coordinator showed the quarterly progress report and budget status for Dept. of Ecology grant-Watershed Council. This grant is currently being used to support the Watershed Coordinator expenses. It expires on June 30, 2013.

At the last meeting one of the members asked about other the status of other funding sources for the CBP because those were not reflected in the quarterly progress report that Janel submits to Dept. of Ecology and also showed the group last month. Janel worked on putting together a budget progress report showing the other funding sources and their current status, along with anticipated expenses-which would help the group see when all of the funding sources will be spent. 

We have a hard deadline to spend the Ecology grant, and I predict that will be spent before the deadline comes up (June 30, 2013). The group needs to understand that when we finish spending the Ecology grant, the other 3 donations to the CBP (from Thurston County, Chehalis Tribe, and Thurston PUD) will cover the expenses and based on the rate of what’s been being spent per quarter I anticipate that to last until roughly summer 2013. The group also needs to understand there will be some uncertainty regarding when the donations will be spent because there might be other sources of funding that come up that will have “hard” deadlines of when that money will be used. 

3) Monthly Organizational Presentation: Chehalis Basin Education Consortium and Student Presentations
Kathy Jacobson, the Coordinator for the Chehalis Basin Education Consortium (CBEC) and her AmeriCorps volunteer Kim Jones is here along with some students who have collected water quality data and participated in other CBEC activities around the Chehalis Basin this past year.
The culmination of the water quality data collection is the annual Student Congress, held this year at Centralia College. 

Kim Jones gave an overview of the 2011 CBEC activities:

· Participation in the 2011 Chehalis Watershed Festival with salmon lifecycle bracelet activity and Fin visits to local schools

· Water quality testing with students in the Fall, Winter, and Spring at locations around the Chehalis Basin

· River of Words poetry, art, and photography contest for students

· Tree plantings at Carlisle Lake

· Prairie Garden education

· Student Congress at Centralia College

· Field studies at Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge and the Chehalis River Discovery Trail in Centralia

· Teacher trainings in Growing Up Wild and Project WET curriculums

Some of the student quotes about the Chehalis Basin Student Congress include:
· “Keeping the Chehalis Basin clean will benefit us all.”

· “Be careful when using fertilizers or washing cars.”

· “We have to take care of the river like it takes care of us.”

Third and fourth graders from Grand Mound Elementary presented to the CBP about their water quality monitoring and how they do it. They also presented their schoolyard garden project which includes a native prairie garden designed and constructed by students. Some native prairie plants include camas, shooting star, columbine and yarrow. There were also two students from Grand Mound Elementary who were national finalists in the River of Words art contest.
Sixth graders from Chehalis Middle School presented to the CBP about their water quality monitoring. There were 5 water quality parameters they tested: dissolved oxygen, fecal coliform, temperature, turbidity, and nitrates/phosphates. The dissolved oxygen test was the most time consuming. At their site on the Chehalis River Discovery Trail, the water quality was consistently good for all 5 parameters. Learning science outside the classroom is useful for students.
4) Presentation: Coastal Doppler radar and its impacts on forecasting, Brent Bower, National Weather Service-Seattle Office
Brent Bower from the National Weather Service Office in Seattle will present to the CBP about the new coastal Doppler radar (Langley Hill Radar), located in Grays Harbor County. This radar is supposed to better predict storm events and their intensity.

There is also a documentary that aired on PBS called “Weathering the Storm” which highlighted the importance of the radar.
Prior to 2011 the one Doppler radar in Western Washington did not provide enough coverage to reach out to the Washington Coast. There is also a Doppler radar in Portland and Eastern Washington, both also did not provide enough coverage. When someone looked at a Doppler radar image prior to 2011 you might see it raining everywhere in Western Washington except the Coast, which generally is not true since the weather systems come in from the West.

Construction of the Langley Hill Radar occurred during Spring/Summer 2011. On September 26th, 2011 the Doppler became fully operational, with a dedication ceremony with Senator Cantwell on September 29th. 

The Langley Hill Radar is equipped with dual polarization technology, making it one of only 56 nation-wide with this technology. In fact, all of the Doppler radars in Washington are equipped with dual polarization technology. Standard Doppler radar only transmits energy in one direction, while dual polarization splits the energy into horizontal and vertical pulses so you can receive a two-dimensional “image” of the object or storm system.
Some benefits of dual polarization include: better information on the shape, size, orientation, and type of scatterers in the beam, which all lead to superior winter weather now-casting, heavy rain detection, hail detection, better thunderstorm detection, and tornadic debris signatures. There are also some limitations to dual pol technology including: will not increase tornado lead time, hasn’t been tested in all climates, and it doesn’t give you precipitation type at the ground level.

The Langley Hill radar is the only radar in the country set to scan below the 0.5° elevation. There are testing this lower angle to evaluate the operational utility of a unique scan strategy that includes a 0.2° scan angle. A lower scan angle could provide better coverage over the outer marine forecast area, provide better better near-shore low level structure of low pressure systems and fronts, and improve precipitation estimates at longer ranges.

Benefits of the Langley Hill radar to the Chehalis Basin include: 

· Can see offshore weather and get a better understanding of it

· Improved rainfall/snowfall and wind estimates

· Improved forecasts and warnings

· Improved lead time on short term warnings

· Improved observance of weather systems: rain, wind, ice/snow

· Fine tune wind and precipitation forecasts (0-6 hours lead time), now-casting

· Help better identify snow levels and its evolution

· Improved forecasts of short-fused severe weather

· Over time, improved understanding of weather along the Coast

· Significant improvement estimating rainfall amounts in real time over the Chehalis Basin

· In a fast developing major flood, flood forecast and warning lead times should improve by 4-6 hours

· Should also improve information  on landslide conditions and alerts

During the 2007 storm, because the Doppler radar coverage did not include much of the Chehalis Basin, the precipitation estimates were about 10%-25% of what was actually observed on the ground. Now with the new Langley Hill radar we can see what is coming off-shore and the intensity of the storm.

During the November 22nd, 2011 windstorm along the Coast, the Langley Hill radar helped with National Weather Service Office issue a high wind warning approximately 2 hours before the high wind event occurred. The Doppler radar showed increasing winds moving up along the Coast from Oregon.

During the January 2012 winter storm (snow and ice) the Langley Hill radar helped the National Weather Service Office issue an ice storm warning for portions of Western Washington. This was the first issuance ever of an ice storm warning for Western Washington.

5) Agenda Items for June 22nd and Future Meetings:
June Meeting:

-Presentation from Jerry Louthain, Thurston Water Conservancy Board
-Presentation from Chuck Wallace on Tsunami Debris

-Water Banking Pilot Project Update

-CBP 2012 Work Plan Progress Report Update

ADJOURNMENT
With there being no further business, Vice-Chair Mark White adjourned the meeting at 12:00pm. 
