Students and Community Tackle Carlisle Lake Restoration

By Amber Carlson, AmeriCorps Volunteer with the Chehalis Basin Education Consortium

The frost crunches beneath my feet and I can see my breath hanging in the air as I walk toward the lake. Through the dense morning fog I see a flock of geese resting on the frozen water, paired ducks dabbling and diving, and two cranes fly over my head. I hear nothing around me but the sound of wings splashing in the water. The rows of blue plant protectors wrapped around their frozen little trees can be seen from all areas around the lake. This was not the same scene I encountered when I arrived at this site on Thursday, November 11, 2010. On this date, over 250 Onalaska Elementary, Middle, and High school students eagerly raced down to Carlisle Lake to get instructions on how they would be contributing to a riparian restoration project.

Ready to go and wearing their boots and work clothes, the students anxiously listened to instructions on how they would flag, plant, and protect the 1100 trees waiting next to the school.  As soon as instructions ended, students raced to grab trees and began the planting. 

The day was busy with the hustle and bustle of students hauling each tree from the school to the site, and then to the spot in which it would be planted. Each tree was treated with care as its spot was carefully staked out and the perfect hole dug. Karsen Morris of Mrs. Smaciarz’s class says she learned, “You have to work together to make sure the trees are planted correctly” and the students did just that.               

Carlisle Lake was chosen as a site for restoration because of its declining health conditions and its drainage to the Newaukum River. The lake was once a millpond that no longer receives mill effluent. This millpond has been suffering from nutrient overloading and invasive species for years. 

The students planted Douglas Fir, Western Red Cedar, Red Alders, Cottonwood and Willows by the early afternoon. With much excitement, two young boys explained to me how they had finished planting their 75th tree that afternoon. To ensure their survival, each small tree was fitted with a plant protector. In addition to the protectors, teams of students walked through the planting sites to check that each tree was planted correctly and in the right spot. Zoey McDonald of Mrs. Smaciarz’s class points out, “You may get muddy and dirty but you realize that you helped the Earth and it was fun”. 

The day ended with many smiles, despite the hours of hard, muddy labor, and students finished the day off with cocoa and cookies. In his letter to parents, Scott Fenter, Superintendent of Onalaska School District, proudly said, “In my 25 years in education I have never seen a project of this magnitude tackled. Any doubt I had was long gone. The OASC, teachers of these grades, our students, the Resource Management class, and the principals have demonstrated the incredible pride this community has in this pond and in the future.”

High school students from Brian Taylor’s Natural Resources class and teens from the Lewis County Juvenile Court facility will continue to monitor the site and will be laying mulch to protect the trees from invasive Reed Canary Grass. Kevin Ryan, Principal at OHS says “Our Natural Resources class, which is run in conjunction with New Market Skills Center in Tumwater, works daily at Carlisle Lake and the surrounding habitat.” Mike McDonald from Lewis County Juvenile Court has been working on the site for many weeks as well. The teens working with Mike McDonald have put in hundreds of hours worth of work in preparation for the planting. This summer and fall they spent many long days removing blackberry and clearing spots for the trees.

“The tree plantings at the Chehalis River Discovery Trail, Boistfort Valley Farm, and Carlisle Lake are full circle projects- our kids are there from the clearing in the beginning, to the planting, to the monitoring and checking up on plants in the end. The work allows the kids to see what they are giving back to the community and the environment. I even have kids who bring their families out to planting sites to show the work that they have been a part of.” –Mike McDonald

A big thank you from the Chehalis Basin Education Consortium to all of the students, teachers, and community members that helped with the clearing, planting, and protecting of the trees! We would also like to thank WA State Fish and Wildlife’s ALEA program for providing funding for plant material, as well as the Onalaska Alliance for Sustainable Communities for their support and assistance with the planting. Chase Colson from Mrs. Smarciaz’s class says, “I learned that one person couldn’t do the whole job”. Chase Colson learned an important point from this restoration project. Restoration within the Chehalis River Basin is an on-going process involving many schools, community members and organizations. The restoration of Carlisle Lake will continue to be successful with the support of the students and community members.

##

Heernett Environmental Foundation Helps to Finalize the Tenino Park Expansion Project

By Chanele Holbrook-Shaw, Heernett Environmental Foundation

The Tenino Park Expansion Project started about three years ago as a vision from a group of local Tenino citizens and the Heernett Environmental Foundation (HEF).  It was brought to the attention of the HEF when some local citizens contacted us about proposed harvest activities which were scheduled on the property just behind the park.

This property had been recently purchase by Weyerhaeuser Corporation, and was scheduled to be harvested in the next few years.  At that time, the only access Weyerhaeuser had to this 90 acre parcel was actually through the park.  With the knowledge of the regional landscape, and understanding the importance of these specific recharge areas for Scatter Creek, Heernett took this opportunity to contact Weyerhaeuser to facilitate a meeting.  This meeting would include the Mayor of Tenino, local citizens, and HEF.  The goal of this first meeting was to discuss what we could do to help Weyerhaeuser set aside a buffer to protect the quarry pool and park.   Weyerhaeuser agreed to meet, and by the conclusion of the meeting, we all left with a positive perspective and a “can do” attitude to create a buffer above the park. 

The property behind the park holds significant value to Heernett and local citizens for environmental and historic reasons.  This forested hillside property is adjacent to Heernett’s established wildlife preserve, and remains a vital wildlife corridor for migrating birds, as well as terrestrial wildlife.  This forested area also helps prevent erosion and further flooding into the Historic Tenino Quarry Pool and onto the park.  And lastly, this hillside is one of the primary views travelers see as they come into the City of Tenino, adding to the aesthetic ambiance of our quant little town.

The local citizens formed a group called the Tenino Quarry Task Force, and with the blessing of the Tenino City Council, worked diligently for a year with Heernett to develop and submit two acquisition grants. These two grants were submitted to the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office Land and Water Conservation Fund and the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program. Both grants ranked high enough to be funded.

Once we knew these grants were going to be funded, Heernett took on the additional task of fundraising for the match component of both grants.  Heernett and the “Tenino Quarry Task Force” collaborated for another year, putting together a benefit concert and silent auction in August of 2008, as well as promoting the project and taking donations all year.  

On December 4th of 2010 the Heernett Environmental Foundation turned over all the funds raised for this project as a final step in completing this 12 acre acquisition to expand Tenino Park.  The total amount of funds raised for the donation was $5,750.22.  These donations only came to fruition through the dedication and devotion of our local community and citizens throughout the Chehalis Basin that believed in this project.  

I also want to send out a big thank you to Weyerhaeuser Corporation for their long-term commitment to seeing this project through.  There were numerous obstacles that needed to be resolved for this acquisition to close.  Weyerhaeuser never wavered in their efforts to help us; they were extremely supportive and donated hundreds of man hours, materials, and services to make this project successful.  We couldn’t have completed this amazing acquisition without their consistent support.   

The long-term benefits of this small, but imperative project will create a legacy of protection to the Tenino Quarry and Park, providing consistent wildlife corridors, and continued beauty to our local community.

Heernett Environmental Foundation strives to protect our regional resources no matter how big or small.  We continually work with communities, citizens, business, and agencies to support positive impacts, while providing long-term assistance to bring it all together.  

If you know of a project that needs some assistance, or have an idea of ways to help protect our amazing natural resources, please contact Heernett Environmental Foundation at Heernett@aol.com or 360.264.7777.  You never know what a difference you can make unless you try!   Take a minute to browse our website www.heernett.org and see all the different accomplishments we’ve had over the years.  It might spark an idea to pursue a project in your community, or volunteer to help provide positive impacts to your watershed.  

##

Do You Have a Future Project in Mind?

By Lee Napier, Lead Entity Coordinator

Do you have a good idea about a potential future project in the watershed you live or work in? Your Grays Harbor Lead Entity wants to hear from you.  

The Grays Harbor Lead Entity annually evaluates and submits habitat restoration and protection projects to the Salmon Recovery Funding Board and other grant programs for funding consideration. The Lead Entity has been successful in completing over 50 projects since 1999 that included removing fish barriers, replanting riparian areas, restoring channel function, and acquiring valuable fish habitat.  

The next step for the Lead Entity in improving this effort is to begin identifying conceptual, long-term projects that may take more than two to three years to prepare before submitting for funding. “Conceptual projects” may include projects with nearly completed design or ones that are still in the “idea” phase without a great amount of detail. 

The Lead Entity is reaching out to citizens, landowners, biologists, foresters, conservation groups, and other non-profit and government agencies to find out what conceptual projects may be out there. Once it collects these conceptual project ideas, the Lead Entity will evaluate and prioritize them to begin the process of making them ready for the “proposed project phase,” which means a project that is ready for funding but currently has no funding in hand.

You can submit your conceptual project ideas to the Lead Entity by going to their home page at http://www.co.grays-harbor.wa.us/info/pub_svcs/Lead_Entity/index.html and following the links. Inside the website you will find a submittal form and summary information from the WRIA 22-23 Work Plan for each sub-basin.  

For more information on proposing conceptual project ideas, please contact Ms. Lee Napier at Lnapier@co.grays-harbor.wa.us.  

##

Thurston Conservation District’s Annual Native Plant Sale

Check out the great selection of native trees, shrubs and groundcovers at the Thurston Conservation District’s Annual Native Plant Sale, February 26, 2011!

Plants are sold on the event day, but to ensure you receive the plants you want to pre-order, starting on January 1, 2011. More information on pre-ordering your plants is available online at www.thurstoncd.com. 

On the website is also a complete list of plants featured this year! Some favorites include: American Cranberry, Evergreen Huckleberry, Red Osier Dogwood, Western Red Cedar and so much more! 

The sale will be 12:00PM – 3:00PM on Saturday, February 26, 2011 and is located at the office of the Thurston Conservation District: 2918 Ferguson St. SW Tumwater WA 98512. 

For questions regarding the plant sale, please call: (360) 754-3588 or email: tcd@thurstoncd.com. 

Volunteers needed! If you would like to volunteer the week of the plant sale, fulfill those community service hours and brush up on your native plants: Contact Sarah Wooten (360) 754-3588 Ext. 100 or email: swooten@thurstoncd.com. 

##

Grays Harbor’s Lee Napier Wins Ecology Environmental Excellence Award

Coordinating a large group of people with diverse perspectives on how to manage water resources can be a daunting task. But Lee Napier has filled the role with the Chehalis Basin Partnership since 1998 with calm, professionalism and respect for divergent opinions.

Her leadership of this group is one of the reasons the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) has selected Lee Napier for its Environmental Excellence Award.

Ecology’s Paula Ehlers surprised Napier with the honor this morning at the Chehalis Basin Partnership’s December meeting. 

“Lee has the ability to see from a high level, connecting individual projects to achieve the long-term, overarching goals of the watershed,” said Ehlers, who heads up Ecology’s regional shorelands program, which works often with Napier. “She can work with the various interests, hearing and validating so folks are able come together and move forward. This is a particularly valuable skill to have when working with people who represent different governments, environmental and business interests.”

For over 10 years, Lee Napier has been the go-to person when it comes to watershed management for the Chehalis basin. She has coordinated the Partnership, which encompasses two watershed resource inventory areas, portions of eight counties, several cities and towns, urban, and agricultural and forested land uses. 

Lee has also represented Grays Harbor County with the Chehalis River Basin Flood Authority. This group is working on long-term flooding solutions for the entire Chehalis Basin, which spans Grays Harbor, Lewis and Thurston counties. Her job with the county also includes coordinating salmon recovery work. She was instrumental in launching the Marine Resources Committee and Washington Coast Sustainable Salmon Partnership.

In all these efforts Napier has provided quiet, thoughtful leadership. Grays Harbor County Commissioner Terry Willis said: "It's because of Lee's leadership qualities that Grays Harbor County Commissioners also selected Lee to fill the position of interim director of the Grays Harbor Planning Department. She is well deserving of this award."

Ehlers credited Napier with a firm grasp of the technical issues considered by a watershed planning unit, and her ability to work with the scientific community. This quality has helped bring over $11 million in watershed planning and salmon recovery grant funding to the basin.

Ehlers went on to say, “Lee is a model for collaborative problem solving that supports communities while protecting and restoring the environment.”

Ecology’s Environmental Excellence Award recognizes individuals, businesses and organizations for showing leadership, innovation or extraordinary service in protecting, improving or cleaning up the environment. 

For more information: 

Ecology’s Environmental Excellence Award - http://www.ecy.wa.gov/environmental_excellence.htm
Chehalis Basin Partnership - http://www.chehalisbasinpartnership.org/
Ecology’s Web site: http://www.ecy.wa.gov 

##

Discovery Trail Planted Again!

By Jan Robinson, Chehalis River Basin Land Trust

In early December the Discovery Trail in Centralia was the scene of much activity. A four day restoration project was led by the Chehalis River Basin Land Trust (CRBLT) and the Chehalis Basin Education Consortium (CBEC). Assistance was also provided by the Jim Webb, farm manager for the Centralia Wastewater Treatment plant, on whose property the Discovery Trail is situated.  

Students from several area schools helped with the project. The first day Rochester Middle School students helped with preparation by delineating the planting area with colored stakes and marking specific species of trees and shrubs. The next two days, students from Adna Middle School, Centralia High School, Washington Elementary School and Simpson Elementary School of Montesano helped at the site. These students planted over 900 trees and shrubs. On the final day with cool, wet, and windy weather, local volunteers, Cub Scouts, and Girl Scouts were joined by Land Trust members to complete the effort. In all, about 300 people worked to plant 1,200 trees and shrubs.

The rain and muddy conditions, which many students found fun and others found challenging, Girl Scout Terralyn remembers laughing when two people got stuck in the mud. But that was offset by a few nice breaks in the weather and a sighting of the resident bald eagle, a sure sign of the support of Mother Nature.


The restoration project was headed by Kathy Jacobson of the CBEC who received funding from the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Washington State ‘Aquatic Lands and Enhancement Account’ and the National Fish and Wildlife ‘Pioneers in Conservation’ fund. She also organized the school visits and provided cookies and hot chocolate to everyone who helped.

Native trees and shrubs such as Oregon ash, willow, black cottonwood, red-osier dogwood, big-leafed maple, and snowberry were used; and 100 Douglas fir trees were donated by Mike McDonald of the Lewis County Juvenile Court system.

The activity produced at least two substantial positive outcomes: a big step in the on-going rehabilitation of the river flood plain, and the enthusiastic induction of the next vital generation of environmental stewards. Terralyn said the best part was “helping wildlife” while Cub Scout Curtis Gordon, although soaking wet, spoke happily about “putting trees in the ground” and noted that he wants to do this again. Another Cub Scout, Nathaniel, noted that it was hard to dig but “nice to plant some trees”. The Cub Scouts plan to visit the site in the spring to see ‘their’ trees.

The Discovery Trail is open during daylight hours for public enjoyment and nature observation. Access is limited to foot traffic and dogs must remain on-leash and owners must “scoop the poop”. It is hoped that many students will return with their families to enjoy the trail.

##

Westport Fisherman Provide Siting Recommendations for “Ocean Observatories Initiative” in Washington

By Kathy Greer, Surfrider Foundation

Last November over a dozen Westport fisherman, along with several other interested local stakeholders attended a public meeting at the Westport Maritime Museum to provide input for a project under a program called the Ocean Observatories Initiative. This cooperative, between the National Science Foundation and the Consortium for Ocean Leadership, will construct a network of instruments, undersea cables, and instrumented moorings that will span the Western Hemisphere including an area just offshore the coastal fishing town of Westport. 

These ocean observatories will measure physical, chemical, geological, and biological phenomena in carefully selected key coastal, regional, and global areas. Project Manager Rick Spaulding of TEC, Inc. welcomed the evening’s participants and introduced other key leads for their project including Oregon State University Science Professors Bob Collier and Ed Dever and CGSN Project Scientist and Engineer with Oregon State University and Sue Banahan, from the Consortium for Ocean Leadership. In addition to this site the Initiative will encompass the installation, operation, and maintenance of this ocean science in Newport, Oregon and on the east coast in Massachusetts with additional “global” buoys in the Eastern Pacific and Atlantic oceans.

The evening offered another of several opportunities extended by the project coordinators throughout 2010 to distribute project information and get local input, particularly from area fishing industries. 

Detailed maps of each siting location were provided to all attendees for discussion and input. Many questions were raised regarding the two shallowest sites. Tangled gear was a major concern as was having limited access to certain areas to retrieve normal catch since the proposed siting areas revealed an approximate quarter mile “buffer” around each. Bananhan, who has worked closely on community outreach for this Initiative, promptly addressed these concerns and said “In no way are we requesting to restrict fishing. Our major goal is to meet the science and operational requirements for the project and avoid conflicts with regional fishing activities.”

Very detailed siting information was taken from several local fisherman and several industry representatives including Mark Cedargreen of the Westport Charter Boat Association, Ray Toste of the Washington Dungeness Crab Fisherman’s Association, and Doug Fricke of the Coalition for Coastal Fisheries. Overall no major objections were heard from attendees on any of the three siting locations. With research in the ocean usually relying on research vessels to make direct measurements of the ocean environment, the Ocean Observatories Initiative is helping establish the new technology of remote sensing to advance measurements in our world’s oceans. A primary objective of the Initiative is to eventually create “an interactive, globally distributed and integrated infrastructure that will be the backbone for the next generation of ocean sensors and resulting complex ocean studies that are presently unachievable.”

The foundation has been gathering comments for consideration of their final environmental assessment nearing completion. Placement of the observatories off Grays Harbor won’t be complete until 2014. For more information or to submit comments or questions on this project please contact Jean McGovern OOI Program Director, National Science Foundation, JMCGOVER@nsf.gov.

Westport resident Kathy Greer chairs the GH County Marine Resources Committee and is the Washington Pacific Coast Coordinator for Surfrider Foundation.
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