A Dusty Trail

By Arnie Martin, President of Grays Harbor Audubon Society

You probably have read the article in the July 28th Aberdeen Daily World about the possibility of having a coal export facility in Hoquiam for shipping coal from the Powder River Basin (in Montana and Wyoming) to Asia (primarily China and Japan). The location of this coal export dock is to be at the Port of Grays Harbor “Terminal 3”, which is located near the southeast corner of the Hoquiam sewage lagoon. 

This location is currently occupied by Willis En​terprises, which grinds small logs into wood chips for barge shipment to Longview. The proposed coal export facility would result in Willis Enter​prises having to move their chipping equipment to another site on the harbor, but the coal facil​ity requires several times the land area that Willis Enterprises uses. The coal would be shipped in using “unit trains” of from 120 to 140 cars length, which are open (uncovered) bottom-dump rail cars, each car holding 100 – 115 tons.

Why is this project being welcomed by Hoqui​am government? 
The only positive outcome from this proposal is the possible generation of additional local jobs. Any of these jobs may be filled by many out-of-town workers from the Seattle-Tacoma area, sim​ilar to what has occurred so far during the current pontoon construction project. The downside from the proposal is the building of a facility which has the potential to pollute the area with noise, un​sightly equipment and piles of coal, and, if not scrupulously maintained and operated, with large quantities of coal dust, which contains known carcinogens. Does this seem like the highest and best use of an area next to the Grays Harbor Na​tional Wildlife Refuge, a location that has been designated an area of Western hemispheric, world importance to bird migration?

Who is proposing this? 
This project is being proposed by a company in Jacksonville, FL called RailAmerica, which is the parent company of the local rail carrier, the Puget Sound and Pacific Railroad. The stated capacity of the coal export facility is 5 million metric tons (11 billion pounds) per year. This will require handling one loaded unit train and one empty unit train per day, every day. Each train will require approximately 4 locomotives, and the total length of a train will be between 1.25 and 1.5 miles. The facility will require a track loop of this length at the facility to allow the handling of the loaded and just-emptied cars. They will have to construct an 8,000 foot long siding to allow the loaded and empty trains to pass each other somewhere on the single rail line from Chehalis through Aberdeen and to Hoquiam.

Emergency access 
The passage of two additional 1.25-1.50 mile long trains each day through the Aberdeen & Ho​quiam areas will further restrict passage of cars into and out of the Gateway Mall area just east of the Wishkah River. Additional choke points are located in Hoquiam at the 8th Street, 5th Street, and Adams Street rail crossings. It is unlikely that the trains will be stopped to allow emergency ve​hicles to cross the tracks, and I doubt that any ex​pensive automobile overpass will be constructed in Hoquiam to allow such passage. The 8th street crossing is only 1 block south of the Hoquiam Fire Station. This would leave the businesses south of the tracks without access to emergency services, unless the train unloading facility allows through-access via Paulson Road and Airport Way.

Unloading & Loading 
The coal export requires unloading the coal from these rail cars, and when there is a ship at the dock, directly loading the coal via conveyors into the ship’s hold. During the time when there is no ship at the dock the coal will be put into storage piles on a large concrete pad for later loading into the next ship. RailAmerica states that they will wash the inside of each rail car after unloading, and put the waste water into a pond for later re-use. The safety of the storage piles and the waste pond during possible earthquake and tsunami events would be a large issue.

Noise 
Those of us who live close enough to the Willis Enterprises chipping plant know from the noise that they start up at 6:00 AM and work until at least 8:00 PM and sometimes until 10:00 PM. The coal unloading is supposed to use an “indexing unloader” which pulls (pushes?) each car in turn over the unloading pit, which is emptied by a con​veyor system, either to the waiting ship’s hold, or to the storage piles. The start/stop motion of the unloading system will cause the familiar clank​ing/banging sound we who live close enough to the rail lines hear when the train starts and stops. This sound may equal or surpass the Willis chip​ping plant in volume and duration. 

The reloading of the coal onto ships will also be a noisy procedure, with the conveyors continually running. The coal will be falling 60+ feet into the ship’s holds, and the ships will be among the larg​est and widest to enter the harbor. The ships will have a capacity of from 40,000 to 80,000 tons. The draft of the loaded ships will be on the order of 37 to 39 ft, which is barely below the limit of ships west of the Chehalis Bridge (channel depth is 40 ft).

Coal Storage in piles 
During the unending daily unloading process, there will be times when there is not a ship at the dock to be loaded, resulting in a need to store the coal in piles. This will later require having the coal being loaded from the coal piles, which will be accomplished using some of the largest Cater​pillar-type tractors made; large clanking beasts similar to those used in open-pit mining in Mon​tana. Unloading one coal train would make a pile with an approximate diameter of 2/3 the length of a football field and a height of 1/3 that length (209 ft dia. x 104 ft. height assuming a 45 degree slope). Most likely there would be two piles.

Wind Effects on coal piles 
The coal piles will be possible sources of wind-blown coal dust. The tremendous storms that have occurred during the past 50 years, including the Columbus Day Storm (Oct 12, 1962) and the De​cember 2007 storm would have overwhelmed any normal wind fence that might be installed around the coal pile location. Any conveyors would need to be constructed to withstand the 100+ mph wind speeds in these storms.

Coal dust loss during rail transport 
The shipping of coal in open top cars, accord​ing to the Burlington Northern Railroad, results in a 3 to 5 percent loss of the coal contents along the shipping route. These losses are primarily coal dust blown from the cars by the motion of the trains and by cross-winds during the shipment. This coal dust will be unevenly distributed along the tracks in Northern Idaho, Eastern Washing​ton, the Columbia Gorge, and some will be lost to the environment on the harbor. The total loss of coal dust per year could be as high as 550 million pounds per year, just from the shipment of the coal to this proposed unloading-reloading facil​ity. An example of the dust losses can be seen in the video included in this link (note the dust at the 2-minute mark): http://slog.thestranger.com/slog/archives/2011/08/01/18-coal-trains-a-day.

Unloading rail loop location 
The unloading will require that the railroad tracks have a loop long enough to hold the en​tire unit train and the locomotives. The railroad tracks currently end near the intersection of Paul​son Road and State Route 109, just across Paul​son Road from the Grays Harbor National Wild​life Refuge sign. The loop will have to connect somewhere before this location, and travel over the area where the Hoquiam sewage pond was. The sewage lagoon, where many hundreds of wa​terfowl used to rest, has been drained and is being filled with the material excavated from the SR-520 pontoon facility in Aberdeen. The rail loop will cover some portion of the filled lagoon, the former log storage area north of the current Willis Enterprises site and east of Paulson Road. The unloading and storage section will cover the cur​rent Willis Enterprises site.
This unloading loop will be directly east of Paul​son Road, where it borders the Refuge. That part of the refuge is the proposed site of the hoped for Visitors Center. That part of the Refuge area west of Paulson Road is currently occupied by wild​life, including nesting geese. The location of the only nesting pair of osprey near the refuge, is on the Port property where the unit train unloading loop will be located.

Water pollution 
The tidal currents will carry some coal dust (from the coal unloading & reloading) into the harbor, and eventually the tides and the river current will carry the dust out of the harbor, past oyster beds, Ocean Shores, and Westport. Currents will carry some portion of the coal dust into the Bowerman Basin, causing fouling of the mudflats, the source of food for the migrating shorebirds. 

Should the US export our natural resources? 
The export of coal mined in the US to Asia is worrisome, as the United States has not been a large exporter of natural resources, as are Canada, Australia, and Indonesia, which are the princi​pal current exporters of coal to China and Japan. Should the US send coal to China to burn in their poorly regulated thermal power plants, generating large quantities of sulfur dioxide, carbon dioxide, mercury, and arsenic emissions upstream of our prevailing Westerly winds? Should we aid and abet the Chinese in generating more greenhouse gasses which may result in further global warm​ing and sea level rises? The Bowerman airport elevation is 14 feet currently.

Effect on Hoquiam’s appearance 
Once this facility is built, the existing vistas, which attract thousands of visitors during the an​nual shorebird migration, will be forever irrepara​bly changed. The possibility of increasing the 

percentage of the tourists who stop in the Hoquiam area as they pass by on their way to Ocean Shores and the North Beach will be lost. If you doubt this statement, view the video about the coal export facility in Newport News, Virginia http://www.dailypress.com/videobeta/0e7be2a2-8793-4c77-9022-5d239ff04669/News/Newport-News-Coal-Terminals. This video shows the Mayor of Newport News as he comments about what could be done if the coal terminal wasn’t there. 

How can you get involved?

After having read this article about a Hoquiam coal export terminal some of you may be wonder​ing “what can I do to oppose this? You could begin by handwriting the text from the on-line petition at: http://climatesolutions.org/nw-states/washington/no-coal/no-gateway-for-coal-to-chi​na/view and after signing it with the information requested at the website, addressing it to:

Peter Goldmark

Commissioner of Public Lands

Department of Natural Resources

1111 Washington St. SE 

PO Box 47001

Olympia, WA 98504-7001 

Commissioner Goldmark will have the ultimate responsibility for requiring a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the coal export termi​nal, and for its final review prior to construction.
Perhaps as important as the EIS is to inform others of the impacts that a coal export terminal would have on the local environment and on the Grays Harbor Wildlife Refuge. This could be ac​complished by attending Hoquiam City Council meetings, Port of Grays Harbor Commissioners meetings, and speaking at other public forums. Education of the public regarding the current plan​ning and construction that is already underway to allow the construction of a coal export terminal at the Port’s Terminal 3 is the best way to exert pres​sure on both the City of Hoquiam and the Port to abandon their current plan.
Conclusion 
I do not believe that placing a coal export facility this close to the Grays Harbor NWR is a correct decision. Please note that the Port of Tacoma has said that they will not allow the construction of a coal export terminal there, due to potential op​position from environmental activists. The pro​posed terminal in Longview has had their permit revoked due to misleading information about the tons per year. The government in Bellingham has not allowed a terminal due to opposition from the public and health concerns from 100 local doc​tors. Why would Hoquiam and the Port of Grays Harbor not reach the same decision?

All photos used in this article were courtesy of Paul K. Anderson. To see more visit http://paulkanderson.com select Coal and the American West.
##

Thurston Co. Noxious Weed Control-Brazilian Elodea Update 

By Rick Johnson, Noxious Weed Coordinator

Levels of elodea found in 2011 did not require the use of any diver dredging. All removal was done by hand with scuba divers usually snorkeling, and occasionally needing scuba supplied air. 

Public boat launch access points on the Chehalis River are 7-10 miles apart. A considerable amount of time is required each year launching upstream and floating down to the project areas where several private citizens in Lewis and Grays Harbor Counties have given permission to launch from their properties. 

During 2011, 34 miles of the main stem were cleared of all known Brazilian elodea, making this year the third consecutive season for total removal of the infestation.

The safety check with dive team and safety officer Michael Kyte (NAT) was performed on the River downstream of the boat launch at Fort Borst Park on August 25, 2011.

The following is the 2011 overview by the DPIC (designated person in charge) of the dive team Dan Reynoldson: 

Project area is main stem and side channels of the Chehalis River from Plummer Lake (River mile 67) to Porter (River mile 33). 

August 24, 2011; 54 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed. Plummer Lake to the first riffle: Launch is public at Fort Borst Park behind the ball fields. Most of the plants are along the right shore about 100 meters downstream from the boat launch to where the water gets shallow. In the fast running shallows there are some plants. At the bottom of the first riffle there are plants in the back flow on the left hand side. There is a small side channel on the left side of the main stem and this is where the majority of the Brazilian elodea removal was performed in this section. 

August 25, 2011; 67 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed from the second section of the project. This location is from the first riffle to the Galvin Bridge. There are a few plants on both sides of the river. There is a small slough before the bridge on the right side which continues to have a fair amount of Brazilian elodea. 

August 29, 2011; 17 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed in the riffle area upstream of the Galvin Road Bridge in Lewis County. 

August 30, 2011; 300 of Brazilian elodea removed from a slough on the east side of the River upstream from the Galvin Road Bridge. This is heaviest infestation in the entire River system.

August 31, 2011; 33 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed from this section which is downstream from the Galvin Road Bridge.

September 1, 2011; 52 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed. This section starts near the Galvin Road Bridge to confluence of Lincoln Creek into the Chehalis very near the Lewis/Thurston County line. The launch is from private property in the Galvin area just off Union Street.  A few plants are found on both sides of the river, most about a quarter to a half mile on the right. A large patch of elodea and parrot feather infests the Lincoln creek slough. Pull out is at the end of Sheridan road in Lewis County. Ten pounds of parrotfeather was also removed from this area.

September 6, 2011; 30 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed and 250 pounds of parrotfeather removed from the confluence of Lincoln creek to the main stem of the Chehalis River. 

September 7, 2011; 21 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed just downstream of the Lincoln creek confluence through to the Prather Road bridge area. Two parrotfeather plants removed from this section. 

September 8, 2011; 58 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed downstream from the Prather Road Bridge. Small patches are found and removed from to James road, a few plants along both sides of river, very little detected compared to previous years. 

September 12, 2011; 61 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed from Prather Road Bridge to Independence. This is a very long trip and it is difficult to survey and remove half way the first day. Mostly of the infestations is on the right hand side of the main channel. Downstream from James road there is a long stretch at Independence.

September 13, 2011; 91 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed from the long straight stretch, from Scatter Creek to just past the Independence Bridge. Brazilian elodea scattered on the right side of the main stem, with only a couple of plants found and removed at the Independence Road Bridge. 

September 14, 2011, 13 individual plants of Brazilian elodea removed Independence Road Bridge to Black River, very few plants, locations have changed each year. 

September 16, 2011; 45 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed just past the Black River confluence to the Chehalis River main stem. Launch for this section is on the Chehalis Tribal land off Howanut Road in Grays Harbor County. 

September 19, 2011; 4.5 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed, two large areas of parrotfeather in this section (unable to remove as one is nearly 5 acres solid) from the Chehalis Tribal land boat launch to Oakville. Boat engine died, took in for repairs, unable to repair and needs replacement.
September 20, 2011; 9 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed, 70 pounds of parrotfeather removed this section is downstream from the boat launch in Oakville on Elma Gate road just west of Oakville. 

September 21, 2011; no Brazilian elodea removed, 100 pounds of parrotfeather removed Oakville to Porter.
September 22, 2011; 72 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed, from Borst Park area, targeting roots of previously removed plants.  September 28th, 2011, 78 pounds of Brazilian elodea removed near Borst Park targeting roots of previously removed plants.

The Noxious Weed Control Board has posted a wonderful video about the progress of the Brazilian Elodea Removal on the Chehalis. http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/tcweeds/videos/brazillian_elodea_Update.htm
For more information or questions please contact the Thurston County Noxious Weed Control Board (360) 786-5576 or email tcweeds@co.thurston.wa.us. 
##
Wild Olympics wants to separate fact from fiction

By Al Carter

It's time to sort some fact from fiction over the Wild Olympics. 

Our opponents have either intentionally or through misunderstanding been spreading fiction.

I'll share the facts.

The Wild Olympics Campaign is an opportunity, not a threat. I was one of those on the Riverside Bridge 30 years ago protesting the havoc that a judge inflicted on our community with a sudden environmental edict we had no say over. Wild Olympics is not at all like that. Wild Olympics is about gathering input from each community around the peninsula to draft a plan tailor-made by locals to protect our most precious resources: our clean water, ancient forests, salmon, access, jobs and our way of life.

Fiction: Wild Olympics is driven by"enviromeddlers" from Seattle or D.C.

Fact: The Wild Olympics Campaign is made up of all kinds of local people including many from the Harbor. Over 1,300 Harborites have signed our petition and more than 40 businesses are supporters. Wild Olympics is made up of our working people, seniors, factory workers, office workers, fishermen, hunters, elected officials and even leaders in the timber industry.

Fiction: Wild Olympics will "grab" our homes and private property.

Fact: Wild Olympics has nothing to do with our homes and our property. The only private lands that may be acquired are owned by timber companies in Clallam and Jefferson counties and then only if the timber companies are willing to sell to the park.

Fiction: Wild Olympics is a $900,000,000 land grab.

Fact: Dan Boeholt and Bill Pickell have admitted that this claim is not true. They said, "They are a mistake." Yet opponents continue to put up these "mistakes" up on yard signs in front of homes.

Fiction: Wild Olympics will cut off access for hunting and fishing.

Fact: Not a single road will be closed by the proposal, and hunting and fishing is allowed in Forest Service Wilderness areas. Instead, Wild Olympics would expand hunting access by creating a willing-seller National Preserve option for private timber lands, like those above Queets ridge. This is very important now as we are all witnessing private timber companies shutting off public access. Increasing public lands will increase open land to hunt and fish.

Fiction: Wild Olympics will cost hundreds of jobs.

Fact: The Wild Olympics Campaign Draft Plan will not displace a single worker working today. It will help protect and grow our tourism industry which accounts for nearly 16 percent of all employment in our county.

Fiction: Wild Olympics will take 210,000 acres of working forest out of production.

Fact: Not a single acre of the 134,000 acres of land proposed for wilderness in Olympic National Forest is currently in production. The handful of old cuts in the plan are remote and on high elevation steep slopes at the end of closed crumbling old ridge roads above the West Fork Humptulips River. Trying to log them would now be cost prohibitive and dump more silt into the headwaters of one of the most productive fishing rivers in the state.

Fiction: Wild Olympics is trying to grab 37,000 acres of working forest into the National Park.

Fact: The willing-seller preserve proposal would create an option, not a mandate for timber companies to sell land to the Park Service. Right now timber companies are selling their lands to the highest bidder -- including some developers who won't keep the land open to public fishing and hunting access. Wild Olympics would. Even if timber companies chose this option, sales would small, incremental and take decades to accomplish.

Fiction: The Wild Olympics Campaign won't come to the table.

Fact: The Wild Olympics Campaign has been at the table since the beginning. As a matter of fact, "the table" was in my dining room. The first person I called for input when I was hired in March was Dan Boeholt. We sat down and addressed some concerns about the Draft Map. He can attest that we made every change he asked for that day. We have been asking our opponents for more input on the draft ever since, but they keep refusing. In the meantime, we have been "at the table" all over Gray Harbor County, meeting and discussing this draft proposal. We are making changes based on that input. We hold an open house every Tuesday at The Building, 706 Simpson in Hoquiam from 5 to 7 p.m., where everyone is invited to come, ask questions, and get more information.

In sum, Wild Olympics is an opportunity for our community, not a threat. All of us on the Harbor believe in conserving our most precious resources: our clean water, ancient forests, salmon, and access and our Future.

Let's keep the conversation going.

Al Carter lives in Hoquiam and is a spokesman for the Wild Olympics initiative.

For more information please visit the Wild Olympics website: www.wildolympics.org. 
##
Let’s Think Spring!

By Kathleen Whalen, Administrator, Thurston Conservation District

Native species make great landscaping and restoration plants and are low maintenance.  Because they are indigenous to our area, they don’t require watering once they become established, which typically takes about three years.  They are also more resistant to disease and pests than non-native ornamental plants.   

Besides these obvious reasons, there are many other benefits of native plants.  If you have an interest in attracting birds or other wildlife to your property, consider adding fruit bearing native plants.  They are not only an important food and shelter source for wildlife, they bring color to your yard.  Many areas along streams lack adequate native vegetation, which provides important shade and nutrients.   Some native species can prevent erosion too. Of course, many species produce edible berries that can be used to make pies, jams, jellies, and syrups. 

The Thurston Conservation District (TCD) will accept pre-orders for the Annual Native Plant Sale beginning January 1, 2012.  Pre-orders can be picked up February 23-25th.  This year, TCD is offering 28 varieties of trees, shrubs, groundcovers and herbaceous species at affordable prices.  Most species are sold in bundles of 10, and are typically bareroot (unless otherwise noted). Other species are sold individually as plugs or potted stock.   Order forms will be available beginning December 31st at www.thurstoncd.com or you may call the office at (360) 754-3588.  Staff is available to help you decide which plants are right for your property.

The Parking Lot Event will be held on Saturday, February 25, 2012, from 12 noon to  2:00 pm at the office, located at 2918 Ferguson Street SW in Tumwater.  If you prefer to order lesser quantities or miss the pre-order deadline, this is a great opportunity to get what you need.  However, please note that species are limited to stock on hand, so all species listed on the pre-order form may not be available at the event.  Local groups and organizations will also host informational booths and mini-workshops at the event.    

If you live outside Thurston County, contact your local conservation district to see if they offer plants for sale.  If they don’t offer something you’re looking for or if it is not convenient, the Thurston Conservation District is happy to accommodate you.  The Lewis Conservation District can be reached at 360/748-0083.  The Grays Harbor Conservation District can be reached at 360/249-5900.

